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INVESTIGATING THE EFFECT OF A TABLE-TOP 
ROLE-PLAYING GAME ON PRIMARY STUDENTS'
CREATIVITY AND MOTIVATION

Joseph  Facc io l

The  u se  o f  games  i n  educa t ion  has  the  poten t i a l  to
enhance  s tudent  mot i va t ion  and  c rea t i v i t y  (D ie fen tha le r
e t  a l . ,  20 17 ;  Noe l  &  L i ub ,  20 17 ;  Romero  e t  a l . ,  20 15 ) .
Th i s  i s  e spec ia l l y  t r ue  i n  t ab le - top  ro le -p lay ing  games
(TTRPGs) ,  where  both  the  game des igner  and  the  p layer s
c rea te  con ten t  (Guzd ia l  e t  a l . ,  2020) .  Th i s  d i s se r ta t ion ’ s
ob jec t i ves  were  to  f u r the r  loca l  TTRPG resea rch  i n  t he
f i e ld  o f  educa t ion  by  i nves t iga t i ng  how a  TTRPG
in f l uences  s tudent s '  c rea t i v i t y  and  mot i va t ion  both  i n s ide
and  ou t s ide  the  game.  The  TTRPG used  fo r  t h i s  s t udy :  ‘A
Jou rney  Beyond ’  was  des igned  by  the  resea rcher  fo r  t h i s
d i s se r ta t ion .  To  ach ieve  these  ob jec t i ves ,  t he  fo l low ing
resea rch  ques t ions  were  a sked:  
1 .  How does  p lay ing  a  TTRPG a f fec t  t he  s tudent s ’
mot i va t ion  i n  and  ou t s ide  o f  t he  game?  
2 .  How does  p lay ing  a  TTRPG a f fec t  t he  s tudent s ’
c rea t i v i t y  i n  and  ou t s ide  o f  t he  game?  

Tab le - top  Ro le -p lay ing  Games ,  
Crea t i v i t y ,  Mot i va t ion

N O T E S  O N  C O N T R I B U T O R

Joseph  Facc io l  ha s  been  work i ng  a s  an  LSE  fo r  t he  pas t
ten  yea r s .  Du r i ng  th i s  t ime ,  he  obta i ned  h i s  Mas te r ’ s
degree  i n  Contempora ry  Wes te rn  Ph i lo sophy .  The
in ten t ion  beh ind  h i s  t hes i s ,  ' I nves t iga t i ng  the  e f fec t  o f  a
tab le - top  ro le -p lay ing  game on  p r imary  s tudent s '
c rea t i v i t y  and  mot i va t ion '  was  to  b r idge  the  gap
between  games  and  educa t ion .

K E Y W O R D S
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OUTDOOR TEACHING AND SCHOOL FOOTPRINTS
IN MALTESE PRIMARY SCHOOLS

Des i rée  Fa lzon

Th i s  re sea rch  was  ca r r i ed  ou t  w i th i n  an  E ra smus+  p ro jec t
on  ou tdoor  teach ing  (OT)  i n  Ma l tese  p r imary  schoo l s
re la ted  to  na tu re -based  teach ing  (NBT)  a s  a  fo rm o f  OT
tha t  connect s  ch i ld ren  w i th  na tu re  and  i nc reases
eco log ica l  behav iou r .  Educa to r s  a re  key  d r i ve r s  o f  NBT ,
hence  i t  i s  impor tan t  to  under s tand  mot i va t i ng  f ac to r s
and  perce ived  ba r r i e r s .  Two s tud ies  were  ca r r i ed  ou t  to
exp lo re  the  con tex t  and  s ta te  o f  p rac t ice  o f  OT  i n
Ma l tese  p r imary  schoo l s ,  compr i s i ng  a  su rvey  o f  OT
among pr imary  schoo l  educa to r s ,  and  a  mapp ing  su rvey
o f  d i f f e ren t  l andscapes  o f  p r imary  schoo l  foo tpr i n t s .
F i nd ings  revea l  a  c lea r  i n te res t  i n  OT ,  e spec ia l l y  among
ear ly  yea r s  educa to r s ,  and  tha t  schoo l  g rounds  a re  the
mos t  popu la r  venue  fo r  OT.  However ,  schoo l  g rounds
a re  domina ted  by  ha rdscapes ,  and  na tu re  i s  r a re ly  u sed
dur i ng  OT.  Th i s  re sea rch  recommends  sy s tem ic  suppor t
fo r  NBT ,  and  i n tegra ted  schoo l  des ign  i ncorpora t i ng
green  ou tdoor  spaces  a s  pa r t  o f  t he  lea rn i ng
env i ronment .

Outdoor  teach ing ,  P r imary  Schoo l ,  Schoo l  Grounds ,  Na tu re -
Based  Teach ing ,  I n tegra ted  School  Des ign

N O T E S  O N  C O N T R I B U T O R

Des i rée  Fa lzon  has  been  a  teacher  fo r  t h i r t y  yea r s .  She  i s
t he  ma in  au thor  o f  B i rdL i fe ’ s  D in j a  Waħda  env i ronmenta l
educa t ion  p rogramme.  Her  ca reer  and  i n te res t  pa ths
converged  when  she  became a  D in j a  Waħda  p rogramme
f ie ld  teacher  connected.  Today  she  leads  schoo l  v i s i t s  a t
na tu re  re se rves ,  and  t r a i n s  educa to r s  i n  Lea rn i ng  Th rough
Natu re .  Des i rée  ho lds  a  Mas te r  o f  Sc ience  degree  i n
Educa t ion  fo r  Sus ta i nab i l i t y  ( LSBU)  and  i s  s t udy ing  fo r  a
Docto r  o f  Ph i lo sophy  i n  Env i ronment  Management  and
Plann ing  (UoM) .  She  has  conducted  resea rch  on  ou tdoor
teach ing  and  on  schoo l  g rounds  a s  a  re sea rch  suppor t
o f f i ce r  w i th  the  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  Ma l ta .

K E Y W O R D S
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WHEN COVID CLOSED MY SCHOOL AN
AUTOETHNOGRAPHY ON LEADING A PRIMARY
SCHOOL IN MALTA DURING THE EARLY STAGES OF
COVID-19

Deo Grech

The  a im  o f  t h i s  re sea rch  was  to  under s tand  how a  schoo l
leader  exper ienced  the  COVID- 19  pandemic  i n  t he
Mal tese  con tex t ,  w i thou t  genera l i s i ng  any  o f  t he
f i nd ings .  Th i s  qua l i t a t i ve  re sea rch  took  a  g rounded
approach .  Au toethnography  and  he rmeneut ic s  se rved  a s
the  methodology  th rough  an  i n te rp re ta t i ve  ana ly s i s
per spect i ve .  The  resea rcher  to ld  the  s to ry  f rom h i s  f i r s t -
hand  exper ience ,  t ak i ng  i n to  cons ide ra t ion  documenta ry
ev idence  o f  how the  pandemic  e f fec ted  h i s  schoo l  i n  t h i s
con tex t .  The  f i r s t - hand  exper iences ,  cha l lenges  f aced,
emot ions  l i ved ,  and  the  conc lu s ions  der i ved  f rom the
re f lec t ions  were  a imed to  enab le  reader s  to  lea rn  more
on  how th i s  g loba l  pandemic  e f fec ted  the  l i f e  o f  a  Head
of  P r imary  Schoo l  i n  Ma l ta .  Th i s  re sea rch  a l so  a imed to
o f fe r  t he  oppor tun i t y  to  educa to r s  to  re la te  to  the  s to ry
and  to  d raw d i f fe rences  and  s im i l a r i t i e s  w i th  exper iences
they  l i ved  i n  t he i r  va r ious  schoo l  se t t i ngs  du r i ng  the
same per iod ,  and  wh ich  have  d i s rup ted  the i r  l i ves ,
d ra s t i ca l l y .

Cr i s i s  Management ,  Emot iona l  I n te l l igence ,  Commun ica t ion ,
Techno logy ,  Capac i ty  Bu i ld i ng ,  L i s ten ing  Leader sh ip ,
D i s t r ibu ted  Leader sh ip ,  COVID- 19 ,  Educa t ion ,  Au to -
e thnography ,  Hermeneut ic s ,  Grounded Theory

N O T E S  O N  C O N T R I B U T O R

Deo Grech  i s  a  Head  o f  schoo l ,  cu r ren t ly  lead ing  one  o f
the  l a rges t  P r imary  schoo l s  i n  Ma l ta ,  B i r k i r ka ra  P r imary
School  w i th i n  S t  The resa  Col lege.  He  has  recen t ly
comple ted  a  Mas te r  o f  Sc ience  Degree  i n  Leader sh ip  and
St ra teg ic  Management  w i th  T r i agon  Academy.  Hav ing
prev ious ly  obta i ned  an  Honour s  Bache lo r ’ s  Degree  i n
Educa t ion  and  a  Pos t -Gradua te  D ip loma  i n  Educa t iona l
Leader sh ip  f rom the  Un ive r s i t y  o f  Ma l ta .  

K E Y W O R D S
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CREATIVE LEARNING SPACES

Anna  Nap ie r  &  James  Ca l l u s

The  Crea t i ve  Lea rn i ng  Spaces  (CLS )  p ro jec t  s tems  ou t
f rom the  ques t  o f  p rov id ing  lea rne r s  w i th i n  t he  schoo l
commun i ty  an  oppor tun i t y  to  engage  i n  hands -on
ac t i v i t i e s  t h rough  i nnova t i ve  pedagog ica l  approaches .
Th i s  empowers  lea rne r s  to  become c r i t i ca l  t h i nke r s ,
un leash ing  the i r  c rea t i v i t y  by  mak ing  good use  o f
techno logy  and  th i nk i ng  about  i nnova t i ve  ideas  to  dea l
w i th  rea l  l i f e  p rob lems .  The  p i l l a r s  underp inn ing  th i s
p ro jec t  a re  the  schoo l ’ s  ac t ion  p lans  wh ich  focus  on
work ing  toward  Educa t ion  fo r  Sus ta i nab le  Deve lopment
to  improve  lea rn i ng  tha t  he lps  s tudent s  become
respons ib le  i nd i v idua l s .  The  p ro jec t  t a rge t s  t he  schoo l ’ s
ac t ion  p lans  wh ich  addres s  a  c ros s -cu r r i cu la r  approach ,
ensu r i ng  an  i nc lu s i ve  and  equ i t ab le  qua l i t y  educa t ion .
The  CLS  p ro jec t  f u r the r  p romotes  l i f e long  lea rn i ng
th rough  STEM oppor tun i t i e s .

Crea t i ve  Lea rn i ng  Spaces ,  Educa t ion  fo r  Sus ta i nab le
Deve lopment ,  D ig i t a l  L i te racy ,  Computa t iona l  Th i nk i ng ,
Equ i ty ,  L i f e long  lea rn i ng

N O T E S  O N  C O N T R I B U T O R S

Anna  Nap ie r  has  been  se rv i ng  a s  a  Head  o f  Schoo l  a t
Seng lea  P r imary  s i nce  2017 .  P r io r  to  t ak i ng  up  th i s  ro le ,
she  se rved  a s  Head  o f  Schoo l  a t  B i r k i r ka ra  P r imary  and
Ass i s t an t  Head  a t  Zabbar  P r imary  A .  She  has  ex tens i ve
teach ing  exper ience ,  teach ing  a t  Ka lka ra  P r imary  Schoo l
fo r  twenty - two  yea r s .  She  con t i nued  to  f u r the r  he r
s tud ies  i n  20 12 ,  when  she  obta i ned  a  Mas te r ’ s  Degree
f rom Le ices te r  Un i ve r s i t y  i n  Educa t iona l  Leader sh ip .  

K E Y W O R D S

A B S T R A C T

J ames  Ca l l u s  i s  a  Head  o f  Depar tment  D ig i t a l  L i te racy
w i th i n  t he  D i rec to ra te  fo r  D ig i t a l  L i te racy  and
Transve r sa l  Sk i l l s  and  one  o f  h i s  ma in  ro les  i s  to  p romote
D ig i t a l  L i te racy  and  Computa t iona l  Th i nk i ng  i n  P r imary
S ta te  Schoo l s .  Together  w i th  the  schoo l  leader sh ip
team,  he  endeavour s  to  empower  educa to r s  to
e f fec t i ve ly  u se  d ig i t a l  techno log ies  i n  t he  teach ing  and
lea rn i ng  p rocess .  He  i s  regu la r ly  i nvo lved  i n  teacher
t r a i n i ng  ses s ions ,  con t i nu i ng  p ro fes s iona l  deve lopment
meet i ngs  and  d ig i t a l  l i t e racy  workshops .  Th roughout  t he
yea r  he  i s  ac t i ve ly  i nvo lved  i n  D ig i t a l  L i te racy  Days ,  EU
Code Week  ac t i v i t i e s ,  Fam i ly  Cod ing  ac t i v i t i e s ,
Robot ic s ,  eTw inn ing ,  D ig i t a l  C i t i zensh ip  Educa t ion ,
Cod ing  and  Computa t iona l  Th i nk i ng  workshops .
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THE ROLE OF EDUCATIONAL LEADERS IN INITIATING
EARLY INTERVENTION TO SUPPORT LEARNERS WITH
DYSLEXIA

Mar i sa  Pace

Dys lex i a  i s  a  spec i f i c  lea rn i ng  d i f f i cu l ty  typ ica l l y
iden t i f i ed  when  ch i ld ren  a re  en ro l led  i n  schoo l .
Language  lea rn i ng  fo r  lea rne r s  w i th  dys lex i a  poses
severa l  cha l lenges ,  e spec ia l l y  when  i t  comes  to  read ing
and  wr i t i ng .  Mos t  academic  mate r i a l  requ i re s  f l uency  i n
l i te racy ,  hence  lea rne r s  w i th  dys lex i a  tend  to  l ag
beh ind .  Th i s  qua l i t a t i ve  s tudy  sheds  l igh t  on  the  ba r r i e r s
encoun te red  by  educa t iona l  leader s  when  seek ing
suppor t  se rv ices  to  f u r the r  a s s i s t  l ea rne r s  w i th  dys lex i a ,
pa r t i cu la r l y  t h rough  i n te rven t ion  p rogrammes  p rov ided
by  the  Na t iona l  L i te racy  Agency.  Semi - s t r uc tu red
in te rv iews  were  conducted  w i th  p r imary  schoo l  leader s ,
educa t iona l  psycho log i s t s ,  counse l lo r s  and  lead ing
educa t iona l  spec ia l i s t s .  I t  emerged  f rom the  s tudy  tha t
many  lea rne r s  w i th  dys lex i a  re ly  ma in ly  on  the  suppor t
p rov ided  by  the i r  c l a s s  teacher  o r  a t  bes t  a t tend
compl imenta ry  l anguage  ses s ions .  Consequent ly ,  t hese
lea rne r s  a re  bound  to  be  sub jec ted  to  academic  f a i l u re ,
wh ich  subsequent ly  t r ans l a tes  i n to  symptoms  o f  low se l f -
e s teem,  anx ie ty  and  behav iou ra l  i s sues .

Dys lex i a ,  ea r ly  i n te rven t ion ,  educa t iona l  leader sh ip ,
i n te rven t ion  p rogrammes ,  Ma l tese  s t a te  p r imary  schoo l s

N O T E S  O N  C O N T R I B U T O R

Mar i sa  Pace  i s  a  p r imary  schoo l  educa to r  a t  Mar i a  Reg ina
Col lege  w i th  f i f teen  yea r s  o f  exper ience  i n  teach ing  and
lea rn i ng ,  pa r t i cu la r l y  i n  t he  j un io r  yea r s .  She  rece ived  a
bache lo r ’ s  degree  w i th  honour s  i n  Educa t ion  f rom the
Un ive r s i t y  o f  Ma l ta  i n  2007  and  a  H igher  D ip loma  i n
Admin i s t r a t ion  and  Management  f rom the  same un i ve r s i t y
i n  20 17 .  Th i s  yea r ,  Ms  Pace  g radua ted  w i th  a  mas te r ’ s
degree  i n  Appl ied  Educa t iona l  Leader sh ip  f rom the
In s t i t u te  o f  Educa t ion .  Her  ma in  i n te res t s  a re  l i t e racy
programmes  fo r  lea rne r s  w i th  read ing  d i f f i cu l t i e s ,
i n te rven t ion  p rogrammes  fo r  lea rne r s  w i th  dys lex i a ,
c r i t i ca l  and  c rea t i ve  pedagog ies  and  soc io logy  o f
educa t ion .

K E Y W O R D S
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PEER COLLABORATION FOR PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT

Randolph  Peres so

One way  to  improve  the  ou tcome o f  a  schoo l  i s  t h rough
the  s t rengthen ing  o f  t he  soc i a l  and  dec i s iona l  cap i t a l s
(Ha rgreaves  and  Fu l l an ,  20 12 ) .  Th i s  p resen ta t ion  ou t l i nes
the  s t r a tegy  adopted  by  a  Ma l tese  p r imary  schoo l ,  S t
Igna t i u s  Co l lege  S iġġ iew i  P r imary ,  to  p rov ide  i t s
educa to r s  w i th  more  oppor tun i t i e s  to  co l l abora te  i n  a
s t ruc tu red  way.  Th i s  i s  be ing  ach ieved  th rough  an
ongo ing  p ro jec t  i n  wh ich  a l l  educa to r s  i n  schoo l  a re
g iven  the  poss ib i l i t y  to  conduct  le s son  s tud ies ,  peer - to -
peer  obse rva t ions  and  lea rn i ng  wa lk s .  I t  d i scus ses  the
ra t iona le  fo r  t h i s  p ro jec t  and  re f lec t s  on  le s sons  lea rned
thus  f a r .  Fo r  i n s t ance ,  t he  re f lec t i ve  p rocess  sheds  l igh t
on  the  teacher s ’  w i l l i ngness  to  t ake  owner sh ip  o f  t he i r
p ro fes s iona l  t r a jec to ry  and  bene f i t s  a s soc i a ted  w i th  i t ;
t he  ro le  schoo l  leader s  can  adopt ;  and  the  e f fec t s  o f  a
pa rad igm sh i f t  f rom a  cu l tu re  o f  pe r fo rmat i v i t y  to  a
cu l tu re  o f  suppor t  and  deve lopment .  Cha l lenges
encoun te red  a re  a l so  d i scus sed.

Pro fes s iona l  deve lopment ,  co l l abora t ion ,  le s son  s tudy ,  
peer - to -peer ,  lea rn i ng  wa lk s ,  leader sh ip

N O T E S  O N  C O N T R I B U T O R

Randolph  Peres so ,  MA (Compara t i ve  Eu ro -Med i te r ranean
Educa t ion  S tud ies ) ,  i s  an  a s s i s t an t  head  a t  S t  Igna t i u s
Col lege ,  S iġġ iew i  P r imary  Schoo l .  He  a l so  per fo rms
lec tu r i ng  du t ie s  a t  t he  I n s t i t u te  fo r  Educa t ion  ( I f E )  and
the  Un ive r s i t y  o f  Ma l ta  (UM) .  H i s  ma in  academic  i n te res t
i s  pedagogy  i n  t he  p r imary  c la s s room.  Mr  Peres so  i s  a
PhD s tudent .  He  i s  cu r ren t ly  conduct i ng  a  s tudy  to  ga in
a  deeper  under s tand ing  o f  t he  pedagog ica l  d i scou r se  i n
Ma l tese  p r imary  c la s s rooms.

K E Y W O R D S
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A CASE STUDY OF PRIMARY SCHOOL LEADERS
INVESTING IN SOCIAL CAPITAL TO EMBRACE
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT WITHIN A STATE COLLEGE

Ger t rude  Tabone

The  absence  o f  a  co l l abora t i ve  cu l tu re  and  the  sporad ic
use  o f  fo rmat i ve  a s ses sment  a re  f requen t ly  encoun te red
cha l lenges  i n  Ma l tese  p r imary  schoo l s .  Th i s  re sea rch
inves t iga tes  how pr imary  schoo l  leader s ,  i n  one  s t a te
co l lege ,  a re  suppor t i ng  soc i a l  cap i t a l  to  enhance  the
qua l i t y  o f  teach ing  and  lea rn i ng  th rough  fo rmat i ve
as ses sment .  V i r t ua l  i n te rv iews  were  the  sou rce  o f  da ta
co l lec t ion .  The  da ta  was  ana ly sed  th rough  themat ic
ana ly s i s  approach  u s i ng  M ic roso f t  Exce l  to  co lou r -code
the  emerged  themes .  The  themes  captu re  the  rea l i t i e s  a s
i n te rp re ted  by  the  co l lege  p r imary  schoo l  leader s  w i th i n
the i r  env i ronment .  F i nd ings  revea l  t ha t  t he  a s ses sment
and  cu r r i cu la r  re fo rms ,  comb ined  by  the  pandemic
c i rcums tances ,  a re  s t imu la t i ng  the  educa to r s  to  jo i n  t he i r
fo rces  and  work  co l lec t i ve ly .  Co l l abora t i ve
oppor tun i t i e s  and  fo rmat i ve  a s ses sment  a re  suppor ted
and  p romoted  by  the  schoo l  leader s .  Th i s  s t udy  unve i l s
the  impor tance  o f  co l l abora t i ve  i nqu i ry ,  t h rough  the  co -
teach ing  cyc le  methodology ,  to  impact  the  qua l i t y  o f
the  da i l y  p rac t ices .

Soc ia l  cap i t a l ,  fo rmat i ve  a s ses sment ,  t hemat ic  ana ly s i s ,
co l l abora t i ve  i nqu i ry

N O T E S  O N  C O N T R I B U T O R

Ger t rude  Tabone  i s  a  Head  o f  Depar tment  i n  As ses sment
fo r  Lea rn i ng  suppor t i ng  a  s t a te  co l lege.  She  ho lds  a
Bache lo r ’ s  degree  i n  Educa t ion  f rom the  Un ive r s i t y  o f
Ma l ta  and  was  a  c la s s room teacher  fo r  twenty  yea r s  i n
the  p r imary  sec to r .  She  ho lds  a  Pos tg radua te  Cer t i f i ca te
i n  As ses sment  fo r  Lea rn i ng  Teach ing  S t ra teg ies  and  a
Mas te r ’ s  degree  i n  Appl ied  Educa t iona l  Leader sh ip ,  both
f rom the  I n s t i t u te  fo r  Educa t ion .  Cur ren t ly ,  she  p romotes
ac t i ve  lea rn i ng  and  mot i va tes  educa to r s  to  implement  a
lea rne r -cen t red  approach  u s i ng  fo rmat i ve  a s ses sment
prac t ices .  She  co -o rd ina tes  and  p rov ides  cu r r i cu la r
suppor t  wh i le  co l l abora t i ng  w i th  o the r  depar tment s  to
opt im i se  p ro fes s iona l  lea rn i ng .

K E Y W O R D S

A B S T R A C T
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I n s t i t u te  fo r  Educa t ion
Mar t i n  Lu the r  K i ng  Road,
Pembroke ,  PBK  1990
T :  25982000/25982001

Min i s t ry  fo r  Educa t ion ,  Spor t s ,  You th ,  Resea rch  and  I nnova t ion
Grea t  S iege  Road,
F lo r i ana ,  VLT  2000
T :  25980000

SPECIAL THANKS TO ALL
CONTRIBUTORS & PARTICIPANTS

https://www.instagram.com/institute.for.education/
https://www.facebook.com/InstituteforEducationMalta/
http://www.ife.gov.mt/
https://www.instagram.com/edukazzjonimt/
https://www.facebook.com/edukazzjonigovmt/
https://education.gov.mt/en/Pages/educ.aspx

