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BEDU309 Exploring Multiculturalism in Education

ECTS Value: 2 ECTS

Overall Objectives and Outcomes:

Schools and classroom environments are rapidly changing in Malta due to the effects of
globalization, migratory pressures and inter-racial marriages. Schools in Malta have to
rapidly adapt and meet the needs of a multicultural school environment. This entails reforms
and adaptations. Heads of schools and teachers need to be empowered so as to address
effectively and efficiently these new challenges. Teachers need to be trained how to address
unprecedented, sensitive situations and require tools to address cultural and religious
differences that might cause conflict in the classroom. Educators need to leave behind their
preconceived ideas and learn to accept and help integrate students coming from different
walks of life.

By the end of this module, the learner will be able to:

Competences

a. confront own prejudices and pre-conceived ideas about different religions; Roman
Catholic, Christian Orthodox, Judaism, Jewish Orthodox, and Islam (Sunni, Shia,
Salafism/Wahhabism);

b. understand and respect that some religions are closely intertwined with everyday life of
the student;

c. clearly convey the message to students that whatever their nationality, citizenship and
democratic values are for everyone to respect;

d. apply zero tolerance to discriminatory behaviour;

e. take immediate action when racist, xenophobic and Islamophobic incidents occur in
school, classrooms, or even on social media.

Knowledge

a. distinguish between different cultures, religions and traditions;

b. understand the importance of enforcing zero tolerance to any form of discrimination in
schools and classroom;

c. counter racism, xenophobia and Islamophobia effectively and promotes integration and
acceptance.
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Skills

a. understand why racist, Islamophobic and xenophobic incidents need to be addressed on
the spot and why zero tolerance to discrimination needs to be enforced;

b. understand the difference between freedom of speech and when views are to be
deemed extreme or radical;
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identify students that may be more vulnerable to radicalisation and takes action about it;
employ critical thinking in the classroom;

communicate effectively through the use of teaching methods the importance of
acceptance, tolerance and enhancing integration of foreign students in the classroom;
employ the right tools to convey the importance of citizenship, respect for democratic
values and tolerance towards other communities.

Assessment Methods

This module will be assessed through: Practical Task(s)
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